GRANITE    MOUNTAIN

and also from  the  Boodhist  varieties   of Oriental
superstition.1

I possessed no exact means of measuring its height ;
but the authorities I have consulted on this point vary
between sixty-seven feet and seventy feet three inches,
which is the height seated by Dr. Buchanan ; and,
from such estimates as I could make, I am sure it
cannot be much less. It is admirably placed for effect,
as it stands on the summit of a conical granite hill about
two hundred feet high, which serves for a pedestal.
The statue still constitutes a part of the solid rock,
which originally may have been three hundred feet
high, the stone which formed the upper part of the
mountain having been carved away, until nothing but
the figure remained. The original shape of the hill
cannot, indeed, be correctly inferred from anything we
now see, but it probably formed a steep cone, or peak,
of which the bold sculptor has taken such magnificent
advantage.

I have often, when travelling since in foreign
countries, been struck with natural forms and positions,
which, by the hands of a man of genius, might easily
be turned to account for the construction of similar
colossal figures, calculated, under certain circumstances,
to produce a much greater effect, at incalculably less
cost, than the ordinary methods of casting and carving
can accomplish. I was therefore much rejoiced to
hear a great modern sculptor declare, that he had long
entertained a project of constructing such a statue in
this country. On my shewing him the sketches I
had made of the gigantic figure in Mysore, and

1 [The famous Sravana Belgola colossus, standing in solitary grandeur
on a small rocky eminence, represents the legendary saint Gommata or
Bahu-balin of the Digambara or naked Jain seft. It was erefted, as an
inscription informs us, by the minister Chamunda Raya, 983 A.D.
Similar Jain Colossi are to be seen at Venur and Karkala in Southern
Kanara. It is cut out of solid gneiss rock. The height is 59J feet,
and width at hips 13 feet.]
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